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research centers to deal with plant diseases 
and zoonoses, which are pathogens trans-
mitted from animals to humans. Still, the 
focus is on the usual suspects, and not 
enough on new pathogens, many of which 
can be developed cheaply by slightly altering 
the original virus strain. 

We have learned the hard way that one ter-
rorist cell can inflict more human and eco-
nomic damage than we can protect at a 
given time. Congress and the Bush adminis-
tration are addressing the issue, but haven’t 
created a safer food environment. The sys-
tem in place is a labyrinth of bureaucratic 
federal regulations that reflect yesterday’s 
assumptions, not future possibilities. Fed-
eral funding for state activities has fallen 
short of their target, and state enforcement 
capabilities are not uniformly satisfactory. 
For industry, duplication of regulatory-agen-
cy requirements is costly and confounding, 
particularly for small and medium-size com-
panies. Despite two years’ worth of warnings 
of an avian-flu pandemic, drug companies 
still lack liability protection to launch and 
distribute new vaccines. 

Closing the loopholes is not a matter of 
fine tuning because the holes are too wide to 
close. At home, we need to look to new 
genomic research that will determine how to 
develop crops that are resistant to a full 
range of pathogens. Internationally, there is 
an urgent need for greater coordination of 
research and information. No system can be 
failsafe when it comes to bioterrorism, but 
we can reshape the one we have today to be 
more effective. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
form my colleagues about a new report written 
by Indian writer M.S. Rahi, PhD, entitled ‘‘Cor-
ruption and Its Effect on Social Life.’’ As you 
know, we have recently been having some 
problems with corruption here in Washington 
as well, so the paper particularly caught my 
eye at this time. 

In it, Dr. Rahi exposes the massive corrup-
tion that has engulfed Indian government at all 
levels. Lately it has even begun to run through 
the judiciary, which had been the single semi- 
autonomous branch of government there and 
the single one that had shown even minimal 
concern for human rights. This is tragic for the 
people of India, as Dr. Rahi shows. He notes 
that India has been plagued with one corrup-
tion scandal after another, highlighting the 
Mundra, Bofors, Security Scam, Kargil Coffin 
Scam, Tehelka, and Recruitment Scam scan-
dals by name. He notes that many of the law-
yers practicing in Indian courts are the family 
members of the judges before whom they are 
practicing. He notes how Indian politics have 
been rigged to ensure dynastic succession, as 
the sons and daughters of Members of Par-
liament and of the Legislative Assemblies suc-
ceed them. 

He does not discuss one of the major Indian 
corruption scandals of recent times, the selling 
of government jobs in Punjab by the Badal 
government (labeled ‘‘fee for service’’), nor 
does he discuss the massive human-rights 
violations in India, except to make the very 
good and valid point that this kind of endemic 

corruption inevitably leads to human-rights vio-
lations. If the corruption can be cleaned, per-
haps the human-rights violations will be re-
duced, something that we all desire. 

The latest scandal is that Sikhs who bought 
land in the new state of Uttaranchal Pradesh 
have had their farms taken away and they 
have been expelled. Sikhs are not permitted to 
buy property in Rajasthan or in Himachal 
Pradesh. Yet anyone can buy land in Punjab, 
the predominantly Sikh state. 

As you know, Mr. Speaker, over 250,000 
Sikhs have been murdered in India. In addi-
tion, over 300,000 Christians in Nagaland, 
more than 90,000 Muslims in Kashmir, tens of 
thousands of Muslims and Christians else-
where in the country, and tens of thousands of 
Assamese, Bodos, Dalit ‘‘untouchables,’’ 
Manipuris, Tamils, and other minorities have 
been killed. Recently, the Bodos have threat-
ened to end their truce with the Indian govern-
ment. 

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh made a 
good first step by apologizing for the Delhi 
massacre of Sikhs in November 1984, but he 
has made no move to compensate the fami-
lies of the victims nor to apologize for any of 
the Indian government’s other atrocities and 
compensate those victims. 

Over 52,000 Sikhs are being held as polit-
ical prisoners, along with tens of thousands of 
other minorities. The first step India must take 
is to release all political prisoners. And it must 
adopt stricter anti-corruption laws to ensure 
that corruption will be held to a minimum and 
when it does occur, it will be punished. As Dr. 
Rahi reminds us, the impunity of corrupt offi-
cials and the impunity of the officials who 
commit these atrocities go hand in hand. Until 
basic human rights, including the right to buy 
property, live free of the threat of violence, 
and be safe from government corruption, are 
allowed to be enjoyed by all Indians, we must 
cut off our aid and trade. And we must put 
Congress on record in support of a free and 
fair plebiscite on the subject of independence 
in Punjab, Khalistan, in Nagaland, in Kashmir 
(as promised to the United Nations in 1948), 
and wherever people are seeking their free-
dom. The essence of democracy is the right to 
self-determination and the people of these 
troubled regions will only escape the corrup-
tion and brutality when they are allowed to live 
in freedom. 
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Mr. GIBBONS. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to recognize the efforts of one outstanding 
law enforcement official who dedicated much 
of his life to fighting crime. After serving al-
most three decades in law enforcement, Grant 
D. Ashley will retire from the FBI today, Janu-
ary 31, 2006. Grant Ashley began his service 
with the FBI in 1976 in his hometown of Los 
Angeles, California. After being appointed as a 
Special Agent and following a period of train-
ing at Quantico, Virginia, Mr. Ashley inves-
tigated White Collar and Violent Crimes in the 
Los Angeles Division and served on the Los 
Angeles Division SWAT team. 

Grant Ashley would later serve as a super-
visor of Drug Investigation in the Criminal In-

vestigative Division at FBI Headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. He would then supervise 
the Violent Crimes Task Force and a special 
squad on Organized Crime and Narcotics in 
Chicago. In the mid-1990s, Mr. Ashley gained 
responsibility over national security matters in 
the San Diego division of the FBI, and was 
then appointed Associate Special Agent in 
Charge of the San Francisco Division. In Feb-
ruary 1999, Grant Ashley moved to Las 
Vegas, Nevada, to serve as designated Spe-
cial Agent in Charge. Three years later he was 
appointed Assistant Director of the Criminal In-
vestigative Division. 

In 2004, FBI Director Robert Mueller ap-
pointed Grant Ashley to serve as Executive 
Assistant Director for Law Enforcement Serv-
ices, where he had oversight over the FBI’s 
broad efforts to support State and local law 
enforcement. When Director Mueller appointed 
Mr. Ashley he said, ‘‘Support for our partners 
in law enforcement is a priority for the FBI and 
is absolutely vital to our success in fighting 
terrorism and crime. Grant’s background and 
experience as an investigator and manager 
make him ideally suited to oversee these ef-
forts. He will bring to bear the same drive and 
innovation that he brought to criminal inves-
tigations to our efforts to improve the FBI’s law 
enforcement services.’’ 

And indeed he did. Mr. Ashley served admi-
rably as he worked to coordinate the efforts of 
the FBI, such as the laboratory division, forty- 
seven legal attaché offices, the Investigative 
Technologies Division, and the Criminal Jus-
tice Information Services Division, with the 
dedicated efforts of our State and local law 
enforcement. He understood the challenges 
facing our Nation’s law enforcement officials, 
especially now in the 21st century as we fight 
terrorism at home and abroad. His dedication 
to improving law enforcement coordination 
across-the-board will continue to serve as a 
model for our Nation. 

I am pleased to have had the opportunity to 
work with Grant Ashley and to have had the 
great honor to call him, friend. Today, I also 
call him a patriot. As he retires from close to 
three decades of service with the FBI, I would 
like to thank Grant Ashley for his outstanding 
service to law enforcement and to his Nation. 
Grant Ashley’s commitment and dedication to 
fighting crime and law enforcement has made 
our country safer, and for that we should all 
thank him and congratulate him on an excep-
tional career with the FBI. 
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VERSARY 
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OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 31, 2006 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor The Corner Health Center on its 25th 
anniversary. Located in Ypsilanti, MI, The Cor-
ner Health Center offers medical care, health 
education, as well as support services for low 
income youth between the ages of 12 to 21. 
This vital assistance provides the necessary 
support to help these young people make 
healthy choices now and in the future. 

As Michigan’s first teen health center, The 
Corner Health Center educates at-risk teens 
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